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Using Recoded Values in Analyses

You need to keep track of items that have been recoded to use them in your analyses. 
These analyses would typically involve computing Cronbach’s alphas and after that 
creating new variables that reflect scale totals. First, you want to recode any items that 
need to be reverse scored before computing Cronbach’s alphas. If you fail to do that, 
your Cronbach’s alphas might be quite low, which should prompt you to think about 
what is wrong. Next, you want to make sure you use these new (recoded) variables in 
your analyses. If you Recode into Different Variables, remember that you still have the 
original variable for a given item as well as the new (recoded) variable for that same 
item in your variable list. Make sure that in your Cronbach’s alpha reliability analysis, 
and subsequently in any new variable you create through the Compute Function, you 
select the appropriate recoded variables to include. For example, the STAI (state version) 
has 20 items, 10 of which need to be reversed scored. When you run your reliability 
analysis for this scale and after that create a scale total using the Compute Function, 
10 items would be the nonreverse-scored items and 10 would be the newly created 
reverse-scored variables.

Furthermore, for all scales, make sure you know the theoretical minimum and maxi-
mum scores, and make sure you understand what a low score indicates and what a high 
score indicates.

REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• Describe the difference between Recode into Different Variables and Recode  
into Same Variables. Remember that you can use the Recode Function for col-
lapsing categories and reverse scoring items. Be sure to keep track of the 
recoded items and use them when you calculate Cronbach’s alphas and compute  
scale totals.

Select Cases Function

On occasion you may want to include some, but not all, of your participants in an analy-
sis, and the Select Cases Function allows you to do just that. This possibility might be 
useful if you want to run an analysis and include only one level of a variable, for example, 
only women, only sophomores, or only one political category. This function also allows 
you to combine variable levels, so that you could run an analysis with women, who 
were sophomores, and who were political Independents. Remember earlier in the chap-
ter when we talked about what to label and the recommendation was to have a separate 
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